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What is experiential learning?

• Maxfield and Babbie (2015) state that the 

things we learn are from direct experience. 

The social reality is a product of our own 

experience.

• According to David Kolb (2015), the theory 

posits that experience is the primary source 

of educational learning and intellectual 

growth in daily life.



Experiential learning propositions

Experiential learning can be characterized by the following 

propositions (Kolb, 2015):

“Learning is best conceived as a process, not in terms of 

outcomes” (p. 37)

“Learning is a continuous process grounded in experience. (p.38)

“Learning is a holistic process of adaptation to the world” (p. 43) 

“Learning involves transactions between the person and the 

environment” (p. 45)

“Learning is the process of creating knowledge”. (p. 48)

Experiential learning is a “process whereby knowledge is created 

through the transformation of experience.” (p. 49)



What is the process in transforming 

experience to educational knowledge for a 

research methods course?

• A course in research methods can fit particularly well 

in the framework of experiential learning because an 

empirical research environment is new to criminal 

justice students, this fresh interest motivates students 

to actively engage in class activities and enable 

students to acquire learning experience from direct 

participation, observation and visualization.  This 

experiential acquisition can thereby amplify and 

accelerate student learning.



Experiential Learning Cycle 

Source: https://www.simplypsychology.org/learning-kolb.html

https://www.simplypsychology.org/learning-kolb.html


Experiential Learning Cycle in Teaching Research 

Methods

• Concrete experience 

- doing/ involving direct sensory experience via visualization 

• Reflective observation 

- reviewing and thinking about what has been learned

• Abstract conceptualization 

- situating one’s experience and applying experience to 

observations for a research project

• Active experimentation 

- planning and fulfilling ideas in new situations/ putting all 

together



Whom to be rescued first?

Experiential Learning Cycle

1. Concrete Experience (involving sensory experience)

(a) Critical Thinking



Experiential Learning Cycle

1. Concrete Experience (involving sensory experience)

(b) Concepts, Conceptualization, Operationalization

Fall?



Experiential Learning Cycle

1. Concrete Experience (involving sensory experience)

(b) Concepts, Conceptualization, Operationalization

Same object but in different angles!



What is crime?
What is recidivism?
1. Draw a picture to reflect your conception of crime 
2. Draw one picture for recidivism

Experiential Learning Cycle

1. Concrete Experience (involving sensory experience)

(b) Concepts, Conceptualization, Operationalization



Experiential Learning Cycle

1. Concrete Experience 

(involving sensory 

experience)

(b) Concepts, 

Conceptualization, 

Operationalization 

– Hand drawing 1
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Experiential Learning Cycle

1. Concrete Experience 

(involving sensory 

experience)

(b) Concepts, 
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Experiential Learning Cycle

1. Concrete Experience 

(involving sensory 

experience)

(b) Concepts, 

Conceptualization, 

Operationalization 

– Hand drawing 4



Experiential Learning Cycle

2. Reflective Observation 

(reviewing /  reflecting on 

the experience)

- Media bias



Experiential Learning Cycle

2. Reflective Observation 

(reviewing /  reflecting on 

the experience)

- Street crime &

white collar crime



Experiential Learning Cycle

2. Reflective Observation 

(reviewing /  reflecting on 

the experience)

- Social inequality



Experiential Learning Cycle

2. Reflective Observation 

(reviewing /  reflecting on 

the experience)

- Problem Solving 1



Experiential Learning Cycle

2. Reflective Observation 

(reviewing /  reflecting on 

the experience)

- Problem Solving 2



Experiential Learning Cycle
3. Abstract Conceptualization  

(situating one’s experience, applying to observations for a research project)

(a) Choosing a research topic



Experiential Learning Cycle
3. Abstract Conceptualization  

(situating one’s experience, applying to observations for a research project)

(b) Searching library resources and performing literature review



Experiential Learning Cycle
3. Abstract Conceptualization  

(situating one’s experience, applying to observations for a research project)

(c) Completing a research project with written assignment



Experiential Learning Cycle
4. Active Experimentation (planning, fulfilling, and trying out what you have learned)

(a) Conducting individual research project 

Last Name First Topics

Research Title by Tuesday Session, 12:30- 1:45pm 

3 presenters per session

April 13, Tuesday, 12:30 - 1:45pm

Billeyh Agustin Sexual Assault: Official Reports vs. Surveys on Men, Women, and Children

Chappell April

Racial Disparity: Is there a racial bias in police use of force?

Clay Colton

Juvenile Delinquency: Exposure to Harsh Toxins

April 20, Tuesday, 12:30 - 1:45pm

Davis Kennedy Domestic Violence: Are children affected by witnessing the abuse?

Davis Tyra

Juvenile Delinquency: Can it be Controlled?

De Oleo Gregory Sexual Assault Against inmates, is it more common than we thought?

April 27, Tuesday, 12:30 - 1:45pm

Delaney Hannah Incarceration of Parental Figures: Effects on rate of Juvenile Delinquency

Holmes Janara Domestic Violence: Are Children Affected by Witnessing the Abuse

Hood Destiny Male Sexual Victimization: Underlying Stigmatization and Suppression

Research Title by Thursday Session, 4 or 3 presenters per session

April 8, Thursday, 12:30 - 1:45pm

Jackson Skielor Family physical, psychological and sexual abuse and deviant behavior in serial killers

Miller Dominique Domestic Violence and the effects it has on children

Ray Ricky Capital Punishment: Its Acceptability versus Effectiveness

April 15, Thursday (VSU Wellness Day)

April 22, Thursday, 12:30 - 1:45pm

Roach Grayson

Mass Incarceration in the United States

Roe Ariel Domestic violence: Are children affected by Domestic violence at home?

Simmons Paradise

Sexual Assault: The Mental Effects on Survivors

Smith Lyndsey Correlation Between Sexual Assault and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

April 29, Thursday, 12:30- 1:45pm

Thorne Taylor

Homicide: Gang Youth and Gun Violence

Weyrich Stuart Juvenile Delinquency: What Causes a Juvenile to Resort to a Life of Crime?

Wilson Isaiah Sexual Assault: Does sexual assault lead to Post-traumatic stress disorder?

Wilson Nadia

Beyond Closed Doors: Are Resident Assistants Effective Supporters for Sexual 

Assault Survivors On College Campuses?



Experiential Learning Cycle
4. Active Experimentation (planning, fulfilling, and trying out what you have learned)

(b) Presenting pre-scheduled project to show reflective thoughts in class presentation 



Experiential Learning Cycle
4. Active Experimentation (planning, fulfilling, and trying out what you have learned)

(c) Providing feedback by peers at the presentation

xxxxxxx



Experiential Learning Cycle
4. Active Experimentation (planning, fulfilling, and trying out what you have learned)

(c) Providing feedback by peers at the presentation



Conclusion
The framework of experiential learning cycle can 

be applied in not only research methods course 

but also other core courses. 

The integration of elements of the experiential 

learning cycle help students to acquire 

comprehensive, experienced knowledge 

beneficial to their educational development and 

academic accomplishment.


