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Thursday, October 8, 2020 (board meeting)
	7:00 PM
	CJAG Executive Board Meeting


Friday, October 9, 2020 (conference)
	8:45 – 9:00 AM
	President and Conference Host Welcome and setting the context of the conference

	9:00 – 10:00 AM
	CJAG Keynote Speaker – Chief Jason Armstrong, Ferguson, Missouri Police Department

	10:00 – 10:20 AM
	General Question and Answer

	10:20 – 10:30 AM
	Virtual Coffee Break

	10:30 – 12:20 PM
	Student Panel Session
	Session 1: Courts & Corrections
	POST Session
Concurrent with Courts & Corrections

	12:30 – 1:20 PM
	Student Poster Session and Careers in Criminal Justice – Panel Discussion for Undergraduate and Graduate Students

	1:20 – 1:30 PM
	Virtual Coffee Break

	1:30 – 3:20 PM
	Session 2: Law Enforcement
	Session 3:

Contemporary Topics in Criminal Justice



	3:20 – 3:30 PM
	Virtual Coffee Break

	3:30 – 4:30 PM
	General Membership Meeting


Conference Venue Information:

This year's conference is virtual, and all registered participants will receive an email link and password to access the program. All breakout sessions have a facilitator, and the presenters will be able to share their work via PowerPoints.
Friday, October 9, 2020
8:45 – 9:00 AM
President and Conference Host Welcome and setting the context of the conference
9:00 – 10:00 AM
CJAG Keynote Speaker, Chief Jason Armstrong, Ferguson, Missouri Police Department


10:00 – 10:20 AM
General Question and Answer


10:20 – 10:30 AM
Virtual Coffee Break
10:30 – 12:30 PM

Student Panel Session 


Facilitator: Jon Stuart Batchelder
· Police Knowledge Regarding the Public Safety Exception to Miranda: Examining the Relationship between Knowledge and Rank: Alexandria Goldstein, Christopher Totten, Gang Lee & Richard Stringer, Kennesaw State University

· Moving Past Methods of Solitary Confinement: Nathaniel Wiggs, University of North Georgia
· Are We Truly Safe? Assessing the Role of Technology in Thwarting Transnational Victimization: Brittany Dyer, University of North Georgia
· Correctional Recidivism: Distinguishable Causal Factors and Pertinent Solutions: Brittany Dyer & Jon Stuart Batchelder, University of North Georgia
· Human Trafficking Risk Factors and How to Mitigate Them: Julia Ross, University of North Georgia
10:30 – 12:30 PM

Session 1: Courts & Corrections 


Facilitator: Michael Shapiro
· Nameless, Faceless: The Exploration of Risk and Needs Assessments Used with Justice-Involved Female Offenders: Darian Hailes, Kennesaw State University
· United States Supreme Court Update, 2019-2020 Term: Michael Shapiro, Georgia State University and Peter Fenton, Kennesaw State University
· Sisyphus No More: The Case for Prison Education: Roger Byrd, Brewton-Parker College
· Reexamining Prison-Based Offender Rehabilitation Values: Lessons for Correctional Policy and Practice: Charles Ubah, Georgia College and State University
12:30-1:10 PM
Student Poster Session

Facilitator: Karen Wheel-Carter

· Violence Behind Bars: Effect of Numbers of Juvenile Inmates and Staffs in Predicting Jailhouse Assaults: Olivia Eason and Ji Seun Sohn, Georgia College & State University
· Relevance of Biological and Latent Print Evidence Collection to Arrest and Conviction: Dalton Skaggs and Ji Seun Sohn, Georgia College & State University

· Cyber Human Trafficking: Colin Blankenship and Melchor C. de Guzman, Georgia Gwinnett College

1:20 – 3:20 PM
Session 2: Law Enforcement

Facilitator: Karen Wheel-Carter
· A Pathologist's View of a Valued Medicolegal Death Investigator: Jon Hager & Michael Tulvin; University of North Georgia

· Look Who's Stalking: Why Stalking Victims Contact the Police and How First Responders Can Enhance Cooperation: Patrick Brady, University of West Georgia
· A Quantitative Predictive Study of Drug Trafficker Behavioral Characteristics Impacting Police Actions: Willie Newkirk, University of North Georgia
· Experiences, Reflections, and Applications of Service-Learning Among Rookie Police Officers: Jacqueline Smith, Kennesaw State University

· Post Analysis of the Saggy Pants Ordinance: Albany, Georgia: Jason Armstrong and Sarah Kuck, Albany State University
1:20 – 3:20 PM
Session 3: Contemporary Topics in Criminal Justice
Facilitator: Dorinda Dowis
· Identity Theft: Examining Victim Reactions to Identity Theft: Susan Quinn, Georgia Gwinnett College

· The Ethical Implications of Pop Culture Humor: Laughing at Chief Wiggum: Kenneth White, Kennesaw State University
· Country Music's Long Relationship with Alcohol and Other Drugs: Thomas R. Hochschild Jr., Lorna Alvarez-Rivera and Ellis Logan, Valdosta State University
· Factors Associated with Adult Deaths Caused by Prescription Opioid Use in Conjunction with Alcohol, Marijuana, Methamphetamine, or Cocaine: John Batchelder and Jon Hager, University of North Georgia
· Criminal Justice Ethics Matters: Emran Khan, Clayton State University
3:30 – 4:30 PM
Criminal Justice Association of Georgia Membership Meeting
Program Abstracts
Student Panel Session 


Facilitator: John S. Batchelder
Police Knowledge Regarding the Public Safety Exception to Miranda: Examining the Relationship between Knowledge and Rank: Alexandria Goldstein, Christopher Totten, Gang Lee & Richard Stringer, Kennesaw State University

The public safety exception to Miranda attempts to balance an individual's Fifth Amendment rights against self-incrimination with police officers and community safety. Under the public safety exception, if officers possess a reasonable belief that their safety or the public's safety is in imminent danger, they may forego reading the Miranda warnings to a suspect in custody whom they wish to interrogate. The purpose of this empirical survey study is to examine police officer knowledge of the public safety exception. To this end, a questionnaire was distributed to officers in a large, populated county in the Southeastern United States.  The survey's outcomes shed light on whether police officers with a higher rank are more likely to have a greater knowledge of the public safety exception to Miranda. This study both fills a gap in the existing literature and provides policy recommendations for law enforcement interrogation practices in general and the public safety exception in particular.

Moving Past Methods of Solitary Confinement: Nathaniel Wiggs, University of North Georgia

In the last decade, the United States has seen an increased focus on Solitary Confinement (SC) and its use in correctional facilities. Today in the United States, SC is still regularly used as a disciplinary measure to prevent violence and as punishment for violations while incarcerated. With Georgia boasting, one of the largest incarceration rates (970 per 100,000), focus on the effects of this method of corrections is imperative. This paper hopes to illuminate some of the effects of SC and the daunting number of individuals who suffer from mental health issues as a result. Furthermore, this paper will look at alternative options to ensure that individuals are rehabilitated upon release and not in a worse condition than when they entered the system.  

Are We Truly Safe? Assessing the Role of Technology in Thwarting Transnational Victimization: Brittany Dyer, University of North Georgia

Whether we consider sources of drinking water, healthcare, food, electricity, or technology, we are all consumers of an infrastructural asset. Throughout the nation, critical infrastructures are stationed to generate economic, political, and social vitality. As such, the potential for a destructive infiltration remains prevalent. Considering the extensive efforts by several U.S. Presidents to instigate effective and efficient executive orders proportional to national security, problems have continued to evolve. Critical infrastructures associated with energy, agriculture, waterways, and the economy are often viewed as highly vulnerable to a transnational terrorist attack. But, what about other areas of critical infrastructure that we rely on every single day. Living in the twenty-first century, Americans are connected to friends, family members, co-workers, and the world through vast communication networks. Cell phones have transformed into mobile computers, and technology has become the main tool used to control almost every infrastructure today. As such, national resilience within cybersecurity has become the current focal point for counterterrorism initiatives. Initially, the federal government was concerned with mitigating hazardous attacks targeting transportation, energy, and critical manufacturing sectors. However, it quickly became apparent that threats pertaining to natural disasters, technological malfunctions, and human error, required mitigation per state, local, and regional risk management affiliates. There will never be a single response to thwarting terrorism. Numerous stakeholders are needed to devise a proficient counterterrorism policy. 
Correctional Recidivism: Distinguishable Causal Factors and Pertinent Solutions: Brittany Dyer & John S. Batchelder, University of North Georgia
Among the three elements of the American criminal justice system (law enforcement, courts, corrections), legal scholars have given a large measure of attention to the shortcomings in the area of corrections. This attention is warranted by accelerated recidivism rates under the contemporary correctional paradigm, and recidivism is certainly the most salient part of the problem. Throughout history, several attempts at reforming prisons have failed. These attempts have been riddled with systemic abuses, which has led to outcome failures (recidivism) in corrections. However, never has the problem and its attending consequences been so impactful as those brought on by the increased use of incarceration starting in the 1980s. This policy change gave rise to a prison population spike, which hindered our reintegration efforts, leaving an unprecedented social injustice in its wake. The consensus among social science researchers is that crime prevention would have been better accomplished through a change in correctional policies: decreasing incarceration, increasing the use of community-based alternatives, fines, probation, parole, prisoner-re-entry support, and diversion from prosecution. Policymakers have responded to those criticisms with the accelerated release of offenders into society. This article aims to explore the factors associated with recidivism, and offer suggestions involving legislative reform designed to facilitate these remedies. 
Human Trafficking Risk Factors and How to Mitigate Them: Julia Ross, University of North Georgia

Human trafficking is one of the most pressing issues of this age, yet it has not gained adequate attention until recent years. Many people had never even heard of the topic until the wake of the 9/11 terrorist attack. This paper will discuss the risk factors that place individuals in human trafficking. It will then suggest ways society and the criminal justice system can counter those risks. Finally, it will analyze what practices have successfully fought human trafficking in the past. 
Session 1: Courts & Corrections 

Facilitator: Michael Shapiro

Nameless, Faceless: The Exploration of Risk and Needs Assessments Used with Justice-Involved Female Offenders: Darian Hailes, Kennesaw State University
Over the last decade, there has been a steady increase in the number of corrections-involved female offenders. More than ever, it has become important for the criminal justice system to identify the risks and needs of this specialized group of individuals in an effort to reduce recidivism. Prior research has found that female offenders have unique needs, and many commonly used risk assessments do not take these needs into account. In keeping with the conference's theme, the criminal justice system has an ethical obligation to find and use risk and needs assessments that are the most likely to treat the rising population it serves. This study anticipates findings that support a reduction of recidivism once a female offender's needs have been met through the establishment of support systems and gender-responsive treatment identified with the use of gender-specific risk and needs assessments. 

United States Supreme Court Update, 2019-2020 Term: Michael Shapiro, Georgia State University & Peter Fenton, Kennesaw State University
Each year the Supreme Court of the United States decides approximately eighty cases.  Nearly one-third of these cases relate to criminal law, criminal procedure, or immigration.  For the eighth straight year, Michael Shapiro of Georgia State University will provide an update of important criminal justice and immigration decisions from the recent Supreme Court term.  This year's presentation will include cases such as Hernandez v. Mesa, where a Border Patrol agent shot and killed a 15-year-old boy across the United States-Mexico border; Ramos v. Louisiana, holding that the Sixth Amendment requires unanimous jury verdicts; and Kansas v. Glover, dealing with investigative stops of vehicles based upon the assumption that the owner was the driver.

Sisyphus No More: The Case for Prison Education: Roger Byrd, Brewton-Parker College

Sisyphus No More focuses on the critical need to expand education and training for prisoners in U.S. state and federal prisons. Written by Dr. Roger Byrd of Brewton-Parker College and researcher Dr. Harvey McCloud, the authors argue that increasing prisoner education and training will provide substantial benefits by promoting released prisoners' reintegration into society, reducing the recidivism rate that adds billions of dollars annually to the cost of the American correctional system, and humanizing the treatment of prisoners. The authors maintain that improved education and training opportunities will produce these benefits by providing prisoners, who often enter prison with little education and few or no job skills, tools that will increase their likelihood of successfully negotiating the onerous challenges they face after their release, especially the challenge of securing a job that pays a living wage.  The preeminent strength of Sisyphus No More lies in its tight focus on the multiple reasons supporting increased prison education and training. These arguments demonstrate that for the sakes of prisoners, their families, and their communities, society should support prisoner reintegration; that supporting reintegration requires providing prisoners with greatly improved education and training; and that these provisions will substantially reduce recidivism rates and thereby pay for themselves by saving billions of annual tax dollars, reduce prison overcrowding, and humanize the treatment of prisoners by giving them tools and hope for their future. With these arguments, the authors aim to convince readers that to continue settling for the status quo in prison education is harmful and makes no sense.

Reexamining Prison-Based Offender Rehabilitation Values: Lessons for Correctional Policy and Practice: Charles Ubah, Georgia College and State University

Offender rehabilitation is one of the goals of the correctional system and a very controversial one that continues to divide policymakers, correctional practitioners, scholars, students, and the general public. And since prison-based education, especially at the postsecondary level, is a very significant offender rehabilitative program, it is made the focus of this analysis. The offender recidivism rate is often used as the sole indicator of prison-based education program value while ignoring other important values of the program. To fill the gap, this treatise makes serious efforts to reexamine the perceived sole value of prison-based education program with a sociological-criminology imagination approach that goes beyond the recidivism rate value of the programs, and in the process, argues that in addition to offender recidivism rate value, adequate attention should also be given to the other important considerations of the values of the programs such as academic, employment signaling, institutional function, and social values of prison-based education programs in any determination of their values. This paradigm shift, from the conventional ways these issues are often examined previously, is scholarly significant, in that it reveals deep insights and helps gleaned lessons that may be too important and too costly to ignore in 21st_century correctional policy and practice.

Student Poster Session


Facilitator: Karen Wheel-Carter

Violence Behind Bars: Effect of Numbers of Juvenile Inmates and Staffs in Predicting Jailhouse Assaults: Olivia Eason & Ji Seun Sohn, Georgia College & State University

This paper explores the link between male and female juveniles incarcerated in adult detention, the understaffing of jails, and the number of physical assaults on inmates by other inmates in jails annually. The variables chosen allowed assessment of the practice of detaining juvenile inmates in facilities designed for and inhabited by adult inmates, while also looking for possible links between gender and violence. The research hypothesized that the presence of juveniles would predict higher numbers of assaults occurring in jails. The nationwide issue of understaffing in jails was also considered as a possible factor in jail violence. Shortages of both correctional officers and auxiliary staff are common in a high turnover field were both possible factors in jail violence levels. Therefore, a secondary hypothesis proposed a negative relationship between the number of staff and the number of assaults.  Data were gathered by the United States Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Statistics in the Annual Survey of Jails, 2012. Multiple regression and an ANOVA test confirmed that the presence of male and female inmates under the age of 18, the number of correctional officers, and the number of other staffs in jails were all significant predictors in predicting the number of physical assaults on inmates by other inmates that occurred in jails. The indication that correctional staff's presence was a positive indicator and the number of juvenile males was a negative indicator of jail violence was a surprising result, and interpretations of research reviewed are considered in accounting for these results. The implications of these findings indicate that incarcerating female juveniles in adult jails is a risk to the safety and security of the facilities and those inside. These results also contribute to previous research that supports the importance of auxiliary staff in jails.
Relevance of Biological and Latent Print Evidence Collection to Arrest and Conviction: Dalton Skaggs & Ji Seun Sohn, Georgia College & State University

The value attributed to forensic technologies in criminal justice proceedings has increased in recent years. Our study examined the impact of biological and latent print evidence collection on arrest and conviction rates. The data used is from ICPSR 29203, which examined the impact of forensic evidence on the criminal justice process at one county in California and four cities in Indiana. A total of 4,205 cases were examined: 859 aggravated assaults, 1,263 burglaries, 400 homicides, 602 sexual assaults, and 1,081 robberies. The study used crosstabulations to determine if biological evidence and latent print evidence collected from the crime scenes for each crime type have any impact on arrest and conviction rates. We found when biological evidence is collected, there is about 23% arrest rates, whereas latent print evidence only had about 8% arrest rates. Similarly, when biological evidence is collected, there is about 24% conviction rates, whereas latent print evidence resulted in about 11% conviction rates. Although we cannot apply the results to other cities, our findings indicated a stronger effect of biological evidence over latent print evidence for both arrest and conviction rates.


Cyber Human Trafficking: Colin Blankenship and Melchor C. de Guzman, Georgia Gwinnett College
This presentation seeks to raise awareness of how human trafficking activities are conducted with the aid of technology and recommends several actions that can be taken to combat the issue. Human trafficking is not a new crime, but one that has changed dramatically with technology use. While individuals cannot be physically trafficked through the internet, technology has facilitated the luring of individuals into human trafficking traps. Additionally, those who are trafficked can be bought and sold virtually, and then transported to a new location. Human trafficking is a unique problem that transcends jurisdictional borders. Hence, international cooperation is imperative to combat the issue.

Session 2: Law Enforcement

Facilitator: Dorinda Dowis
A Pathologist's View of a Valued Medicolegal Death Investigator: Jon Hager & Michael Tulvin; University of North Georgia

The death investigation system in the United States lacks in uniformity from one jurisdiction to another. Though, there is one commonality to become a medicolegal death investigator, death investigation certifications. Employment postings for medicolegal death investigator positions often indicate that a death certification from the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators (ABMDI) is required prior to gainful employment or required to be obtained within a year or two after employment. To find out how important death investigation certifications are, a survey was distributed to the National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME) to determine what pathologists valued most in medicolegal death investigators to assess the actual value of death investigation certifications. The survey questions asked pathologists how they valued death investigation experience, death investigator certifications, education level, and any related professional experience (i.e. police, medical, crime scene technician). Overwhelmingly, 61.86% (N = 73) of the 119 respondents indicated that professional experience was the most valued trait in a medicolegal death investigator. The second most agreed-upon value was death investigator certifications at 22.03% (N = 26) followed by related professional experience at 11.86% (N = 14), and lastly, an educational level at 4.24% (N = 5).
Look Who's Stalking: Why Stalking Victims Contact the Police and How First Responders Can Enhance Cooperation: Patrick Brady, University of West Georgia

A recent review of the research found that victims who are stalked by an intimate partner are three-times more likely to be murdered by the same partner (Spencer & Stith, 2018). In other words, adequate responses to stalking complaints can prevent homicides waiting to happen. Understanding victims' experiences, what made them decide to report stalking behaviors to the police, and how we can improve our responses as a system is vital for homicide prevention. This interactive session will identify ways to improve victim participation in stalking cases, identify tactics for corroborating victims' accounts, and discuss strategies for enhancing our ability to hold stalking suspects accountable. Using recent data collected from stalking victims, police, and prosecutor case files, we will discuss concrete ways first responders can use this information to inform our ability to work with stalking victims. 

A Quantitative Predictive Study of Drug Trafficker Behavioral Characteristics Impacting Police Actions: Willie Newkirk, University of North Georgia

This quantitative secondary correlational data analysis examined how an individual will disguise behavior to create a non-criminal appearance and reveal personal behaviors in an attempt to deceive law enforcement officers.  The rational choice theory posits offenders weigh potential benefits and consequences associated with committing an offense and then make a rational choice based on this evaluation.  Theoretical ideas were expanded in this study to include the implicit theory of personality, which explains how individuals use certain influences to affect how others perceive them.  Buller and Burgoon (1996) developed the interpersonal deception theory to explain how individuals deal with actual or perceived deception on conscious and subconscious levels in hopes of deceiving someone.  This quantitative study was used to show trends in behavioral characteristics associated with arrest rates with drug trafficking offenders and how behavioral characteristics led to arrest for these suspected drug traffickers.  The results of this quantitative study revealed a direct correlation between behavioral variables and emphasized which variables had the strongest association with arrest decisions.  Logistic regression was used to explore the direct correlation between variables and arrest rates.  Hypotheses were supported by results; however, no singular variable or characteristic led to arrest decisions.  A combination of variables led to arrest decisions.  The study results of the current research will create a better understanding and usage of drug trafficker characteristics in profiling individuals for arrest decisions and possibly decrease negative characteristics (i.e., racial profiling) being used for arrest decisions.

Experiences, Reflections, and Applications of Service-Learning Among Rookie Police Officers: Jacqueline Smith, Kennesaw State University

Public safety is put at risk when police officers do not positively engage with community members. Though police officers learn how to deescalate volatile situations in police training, some officers still rely on the use of force (UOF) and are not fully incorporating positive engagement to deescalate volatile situations. Service-learning provides one way to learn positive modes of engagement. The problem addressed in this project study was that service-learning had not been adopted as a widespread teaching practice in criminal justice professional development in a Southeastern local setting. The purpose of this study was to explore the experiences, observations, conceptualizations, and experimentations of service-learning in college criminal justice courses among rookie police officers. Kolb's experiential learning theory was used conceptually frame the purpose and the study's research question about the experiences, observations, conceptualizations, and experimentations of service-learning in college criminal justice courses. A basic qualitative design was the method of study. Semi-structured interviews were used to collect data from 8 purposefully selected rookie police officers. Emergent themes were identified through open and axial coding. Findings revealed that rookie police officers with prior service-learning experiences continued to engage with youth and community organizations and develop altruistic behaviors after their college service-learning experiences. A 12-week curriculum plan was created to embed service-learning in field officer training. Implementing the curriculum may better prepare officers to positively engage with community members rather than using force when responding to volatile situations. A reduction in the UOF by police officers would result in positive social change.

Post Analysis of the Saggy Pants Ordinance: Albany, Georgia: Jason Armstrong and Sarah Kuck, Albany State University
In 2010, the Albany, Georgia City Commission passed an ordinance banning "saggy pants" within the city limits. The city commissioner who championed the ordinance stated the act of wearing one's pants below the waistline was "Disrespectful, obscene, lewd, and leads to the degradation of society." Ten years later, we conducted a post-analysis of the ordinance with a politics of respectability framework. We found that the law had a disparate impact on the Black community, who received 95% of the citations issued. The constitutionality of the law itself is in question due to the motives and methods in which the law was passed. We included an examination of the relevant case law in our post-analysis.

Session 3: Contemporary Topics in Criminal Justice

Facilitator: Karen Wheel-Carter 
Identity Theft: Examining Victim Reactions to Identity Theft: Susan Quinn, Georgia Gwinnett College

In 2016, 10% of U.S. residents age 16 or older reported being the victim of identity theft during the past year (NCVS – Identity Theft Supplement, 2016).  Using data from the National Crime Victimization Survey – Identity Theft Supplement (2016), this study examines the actions of the victim, specifically the decision to contact a credit bureau and/or police regarding the identity theft.  Of particular interest is the impact of the relationship between the victim and offender (e.g., family) on the decision to contact a credit bureau and/or police.

The Ethical Implications of Pop Culture Humor: Laughing at Chief Wiggum: Kenneth White, Kennesaw State University

The Simpsons is the longest-running TV sitcom in America that began in the late 1980s as a short skit on The Tracey Ullman Show. It has since become a multibillion-dollar entertainment license that includes not only the television program contracted to run for at least thirty-three seasons but also an amusement park for Universal Studios, as well as books, toys, and other merchandise. While some fans of the show have lamented The Simpsons is not as funny as it once was, it still garners well over one million viewers per episode. The show's creator, Matt Groening, described the show's intent early on as teaching young people that adults do not have their best interests in mind. Thus the show depicts institutions like politics, education, and business as woefully corrupt. The police are epitomized by the character, Chief Wiggum, who is generally depicted as lazy, openly corrupt, and incompetent; although, there are episodes where Wiggum shows (for him) a surprising amount of effectiveness as an investigator and law enforcement officer. But most of the time, he is a bad actor. This paper examines the fictional character of Chief Wiggum and analyzes the type of humor he is used for in the show. Two types of humor are categorized, political humor that asks the audience to laugh "at" a person, and philosophical humor that asks the audience to think about something exaggerated, clever, or curious (but does not attack a person or set up a person or group as inferior). Plato teaches us that the "shadows on the cave wall" are reflective of mass opinion in society. This paper is interested in the content of those shadows as they relate to a popular TV character with over 30 seasons of influence in American popular culture. Implications for community relations and cooperation with law enforcement are raised, and questions for future research on audience impact are identified.

Country Music's Long Relationship with Alcohol and Other Drugs: Thomas R. Hochschild Jr., Lorna Alvarez-Rivera and Ellis Logan, Valdosta State University

The country music genre is often associated simple family-centered living, Christian values, patriotism, and an independent spirit. Millions of fans endorse these values when purchasing country music, concert tickets, memorabilia, and products advertised on country music radio. In direct contradiction to many of these values, however, is the normalization and celebration of alcohol use and abuse. While some artists have normalized alcohol use with an occasional passing reference in their song lyrics, others have celebrated alcohol abuse as the central theme of their songs. For this research, the authors examined the top 20 country music songs from 1944-2020 to ascertain the prevalence of alcohol and other drug references in music lyrics. Our preliminary findings indicate that while references to tobacco and other drugs have waned over the course of country music history, references to alcohol have increased significantly in the past 20 years. The authors utilize a feminist theoretical lens to understand how alcohol has come to be associated with country music masculinity, and how alcohol corporations have promoted this association in order to increase financial profits.

Factors Associated with Adult Deaths Caused by Prescription Opioid Use in Conjunction with Alcohol, Marijuana, Methamphetamine, or Cocaine: John Batchelder and Jon Hager, University of North Georgia

Deaths associated with the use of prescription opioids have been increasing rapidly for the past decade. Accelerated use of prescription opioids is currently fueled by the growing number of doctors willing to prescribe them, the social acceptance of using medications without stigma, and aggressive tactics used by pharmaceutical companies to market their products and increase sales. These medications include codeine, oxycodone, morphine, fentanyl, and hydrocodone. Misuse of these drugs can be fatal, with the deceased victims falling into two categories (cause of death): those who died from prescription opioids with no other drugs or alcohol consumed, and those who died from prescription opioids plus another substance. This study examined the frequently researched factors associated with prescription opioid mortality in an attempt to provide insight for the criminal justice community and assist in prevention. Two of the three factors were found to be statistically significant: age and biological sex. The third factor, racial background, had no impact on the dependent variable: cause of death. 
Criminal Justice Ethics Matter: Emran Khan, Clayton State University

Whether it is to be responsible or to be transparent, called for in the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, fulfill the expectations of a professional organization, or to be in compliance with an operations procedure, policies of an association or an organization, eventually code of ethics or practicing morality is regarding ethics.  Ultimately ethics is about coming face to face with a dilemma, generating, and rendering a decision. As such, an ethical conclusion can only stem from an ethical decision-tree or a process which many may recognize as a code of ethics that allows for unpretentiousness and uninhibited movement of appropriate data or facts. Ethics and morality matter. 
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